A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
was that they had been stirred up by the advance of Charlemagne
with his great armies of Frenchmen and Rhinelanders into
Pagan Germany, which lay close to the Danes and was barbaric
as they were. This pushing of civilization up into their
world exasperated and infuriated them, and it also showed
them their chance of enriching themselves by robbery. They
had already appeared in 787, and made a terrible raid upon the
monastery of Lindisfarne in 793; but these were isolated adven-
tures : the real attack came now, much later, just after the death
of Egbert, in 840. We must remember that these pirate attacks
were all part of the big attack which Christian Europe was receiv-
ing on all sides. Mongols were attacking through the centre of
the Continent; Mohammedans were attacking through Spain;
and these Norwegian and Danish pirates were attacking every-
where—Ireland, the north-east coasts of Britain, the French and
English sides of the Channel and the northern Atlantic coasts
of France, and the new Christian settlements which Charle-
magne had founded in North Germany.
Ethelwulf. Egbert's son was called Ethelwulf. He was a
man of very noble character and particularly pious. It was good
fortune for England when the first great blows of the new pirate
invasions fell that there should have been such a man accepted
as the general head of the local chieftains. Already in his father
Egbert's time they had come to the island of Sheppey, on the
coast of Kent, and also to Charmouth, in Dorset; and a large
body of them had in 838, just before Egbert died, come round
from Ireland and marched up from Cornwall towards Devon,
where Egbert had defeated them outside Plymouth. But with
Ethelwulf the thing became more serious.
Ethelwulf comes to the throne when his father Egbert dies
in 839. The very next year, in 840, about a thousand of the
pirates came into Southampton Water. They were beaten off,
but they seized Portland Bill for a while, and the local governor
of Dorset was killed. This was the first time since Sheppey that
they had held even for a short time any English soil. The next
year they came into the Wash, invaded Lincolnshire, and
defeated the local governor; and the year after they came into
the Thames and the Medway, while others of them on the other
side of the Channel were looting the French coast. In 843
they again attacked Dorset from the Channel. Then for over
seven years they were spending their energies outside England,
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